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Report from the 45th District

Greetings!

Thank you for allowing us to serve you in Olympia.  We have now 
reached the halfway point of the 2007 session.

Our district’s representation in the Legislature changed this year.  The 
new delegation from the 45th District is working hard with colleagues 
from both parties to address the important issues facing not only our 
district but the entire state of Washington.

As you may have heard, the Governor and Republicans and Demo-
crats in both the House and Senate have all pledged to make great 
strides in education this session.  Every child deserves an education 
that provides opportunities to succeed - and that requires com-
mitted parents, a great teacher, smaller class sizes and an effective 
curriculum.

In addition, we’ll work to make sure transportation solutions are 
found, not just talked about, that health care is affordable and acces-
sible, and that housing becomes more affordable to working families.

If you have a few minutes, please read further to learn about the 
issues we are working on.  As always, your feedback is greatly 
appreciated.

Thanks again.

Larry Springer Roger Goodman
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EMERGENCY KIT ITEMS
Remember: plan for five days

4 3 gallons of bottled water (per person)
4 First-aid kit (including prescriptions medicines and glasses)
4 Non-perishable food 
4 Can opener (manual)
4 Blankets / Sleeping bags
4 Portable radio and flashlights
4 Supply of extra batteries
4 Candles
4 Matches in sealed container
4 Fire extinguisher
4 Food and water for pets
4 Tent, tarps and/or plastic sheeting
4 Utility knife
4 Duct tape and rope
4 Cash or traveler’s checks
4 Change of clothing per person

Transportation
4 Top priority: replacing the 520 bridge
While the Alaskan Way Viaduct continues to make headlines, the SR520 bridge arguably 
poses an even greater risk.  In addition to the laundry list of structural failures giving it 
less than 15 years of life left, evening congestion on SR520 lasts well over four hours!  
We need to find funding for this critical link between Seattle and the Eastside.  With four 
Representatives from the Eastside on the Transportation Committee, including the Chair, 
we have our best opportunity to create a funding package that will pay for the bridge 
replacement.  Stay tuned for more details as the legislative session progresses.

4 Integrated transportation projects
The I-405 corridor, that connects the Eastside to I-5 and runs through SR520 and I-90, doesn’t work for commuters.  
That needs to change.  The Legislature is committed to designing and building an integrated system which, depend-
ing on specific regional needs, incorporates road capacity and transit service, as well as pedestrian and bicycle 
routes.  We want to put an end to the seemingly endless debate between road and transit supporters.  That is why 
we will require that the ballot to go before the voters in the Puget Sound basin later this year will be a combined 
RTID (Regional Transportation Improvement District) and Sound Transit ballot.

Rep. Larry Springer 
Rep. Roger Goodman

STAYING SAFE DURING EMERGENCIES
Important contact numbers and locations to keep with your Emergency Kit

911 – Emergency assistance
For immediate police, fire and medical help

King County Office of Emergency Management
(206) 296-3830 / TTY (206) 205-7516
For county assistance preparing or during a crisis

Red Cross
King County Assistance Line (206) 323-2345
For location of local shelters

Local power companies:   For information and assistance on power outages
Puget Sound Energy (425) 452-1234 / (888) 225-5773
 TTY (800) 962-9498

Tanner Electric (425) 888-0623 / (800) 472-0208

Affordable Housing  
through Smart Growth

Preparing for  
Emergencies
4 Keeping gas stations pumping
After an earthquake, windstorm or other event, we 
need access to our gas stations for fuel to keep 
our home generators and cars running.  When our 
communities go without power for days on end they’re also going without gas to operate their 
generators – that’s unacceptable. (HB 2053 Goodman)

4 Better communication between 
emergency agencies
During an emergency it’s to be expected that getting 
information will be difficult. You or I may spend 15 
minutes on hold with the power company, but we 
can’t have our police, fire and medical units crippled 
with similar delays.  We are working to fund a com-
munications system called NORCOM to enable easier 
coordination during emergencies. (Capital Budget 
request - Goodman/Springer)

Education
4 Help for our 
youngest learners
When children arrive at 
Kindergarten not ready to 
learn they pay a terrible 
price and so do the rest of 
us.  These children have a 
much higher risk of dropping out of school, substance 
abuse, poverty and crime – the statistics are stagger-
ing.  In response, the Governor created the Depart-
ment of Early Learning and we are working to fund 
the programs adequately to ensure that every child in 
Washington arrives at school with an equal opportunity 
to succeed.

4 Filling in math’s achievement gap
Scores on the WASL show we’re making great progress 
in reading and writing, but faltering when it comes to 
math.  The Governor’s budget provides funding for 750 
additional math and science teachers across the state 
and seeks to standardize how we teach math, rather 
than simply continuing the patchwork of math curricula 
plaguing our state’s school districts.  These are great 
ideas we’ll work to implement.

4 Access to higher-education families 
can afford
Many talented students are now being left behind 
when they graduate from high school because our 
universities are over-crowded and increasingly too 
expensive.  Our high-tech companies need local talent 
that should come from Washington, not overseas.  By 
capping tuition increases and increasing the slots open 
at our universities we hope to increase the number of 
Washington students who can attend college here at 
home. (HB 2072)

Health Care
4 32,000 additional kids with health care
We have set the ambitious goal of guaranteeing health insurance for ever child in Washington 
by 2010.  The benefits of a healthy childhood are incalculable, keeping kids in school and pre-
venting parents from missing work.  For low-income families this benefit can be life-changing. 
(HB 1071)

4 Prescription drug cost relief for seniors
This session we’ve already passed and signed into law help for those seniors using Medicare Part D.  Changes on 
the federal level would have required devastating co-pays for those already on stretched incomes.  Low income 
seniors should never have to choose between their prescriptions and food.  This will cover those costs for eligible 

seniors. (HB 1095)

4 Reforming how we provide health care
There are several proposals being discussed this year, including recommendations from 
the Blue Ribbon Commission on Health Care.  We want to make sure that people can 
change jobs without putting their family’s health coverage at risk.  We also want to help 
small businesses provide benefits to their employees, and find workable solutions to hold 
down, and maybe even reduce, the cost of health insurance.

4 Increasing the supply of housing
It is no mystery there is a housing affordability crisis gripping the 
Puget Sound basin and is rapidly spreading across the entire state.  
There are many causes for escalating housing prices.  One major 
reason is the degree to which supply has not kept up with demand.  

Legislation has been in-
troduced to improve how 
the state arrives at its 
needed housing projec-
tions (HB 1726 Springer.)  
Another bill requires 
cities to assure they can 

accommodate their housing projections whenever they make land use 
decisions that might restrict the amount of land on which housing can 
be built (HB 1727 Springer.)


